
Good afternoon Twain families, 

We have come to the end of a busy first week of school. Kudos to all of the parents and caregivers who have 

worked so hard to get things up and running at home. We know how challenging it is to balance so many 

responsibilities. You have done an awesome job!  

The teachers and staff were excited to see all of the children and get the 2020-2021 school year underway. 

There were a few technical issues and challenges the first couple of days but things appear to be getting a bit 

smoother each day. The students have done a great job figuring out their Google Classrooms, Google Meets, 

and transitioning through their schedules.  It is a learning process for all of us and we continue to work through 

the challenges as they come.  

Attendance- The school day starts at 8:30 am and ends at 3:30pm.  Attendance is taken daily at 8:30 am. 

Students should be signed on and ready for class.   

Technology Tips: Mrs. Abbinante has shared the following suggestions to improve your student’s video 

streaming experience and help things run more smoothly: 

 Minimize use of Grid or Tile view: these views are extremely processor intensive.  
 Close other tabs or applications while on video. 
 Turn off the application’s camera when not actively participating (we have seen marked improvement 

when students take this step). 
 Plug the Chromebook into a power source (don’t rely on battery) when using video conferencing 

wherever possible. 
 Check to see what other devices are connected around you. For example, smart phones connect 

everyday unless you physically disconnect it every day. I have noticed that by phones removing the Wi-
Fi setting it helps. Especially, if there are many people around you. 

Where can families find information about high-speed internet service if they don’t qualify for Chicago 

Connected? 

More than 100,000 students are eligible for Chicago Connected. Please encourage your families to check their 

eligibility here. Families who are not eligible can explore low-cost internet options here. 

 

Assignment Books: All students in grades 1-8 received an assignment book with their supplies to assist them 

with organization and planning.  

CPS Family Income Information Forms (FIIF) 2020-2021- These forms were collected when parents picked up 

student supplies.  If you took the form home to complete please drop the completed form off at door #1 by 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020.  Twain must have a (FIIF) 2020-2021 form on file for each household. FIIF 

information is used to determine school funding.  If you have any questions about the FIIF form please contact 

the office, 773-535-2290.  

Emergency Forms- These forms were collected when parents picked up student supplies as well.  If you took 

the form home to complete, please drop the completed form off at door #1 by Wednesday, September 16, 

2020. The information collected on the Emergency forms is updated in the Aspen system and ensures we have 

current contact information on file for each student.  

I hope everyone has the opportunity to unplug and enjoy the weekend. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs. Paull 

 

 

https://www.cps.edu/strategic-initiatives/chicago-connected/
https://www.cps.edu/school-reopening-2020/remote-learning-guide/preparing-for-school/technology-internet-and-cps-account/


 

 


